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portion, except the head, which is extremely small and rounded, with 
the bones apparently well consolidated, and the scalp covered with 
black hair. The teeth are large, the lower central incisors diverging 
obliquely on either side, leaving a triangular gap between them. The 
ears are large, and the elbow joints cannot be straightened out fully. 
The mental condition may be termed infantine ; he cannot utter a 
single word ; the only sound that issues from him is nah. He laughs 
heartily, yawns occasionally, is quite deaf, does not know one man from 
another, totters slightly from side to side, is filthy in his habits, and 
does not care about clothes. Complete measurements of the subject 
were given, according to the method adopted by Messrs. Scherzer and 
Schvarz. 

Dr. Down said he had had a great many of such cases, one of 
which was of very low organisation, yet he had always found, that with 
care, the persons with skulls so abnormal, might to a certain degree 
be educated. Though the brain was so small, it might be of a better 
quality, and he thought microcephali were more capable of education 
than might be supposed. 

Dr. Bbigel said he had seen fifteen instances of the same kind at 
Colney Hatch, and he agreed with Dr. Down in thinking that by 
proper training such persons might be educated. 

The following paper, by E. Sellon, Esq., was taken as read, the 
hour being too late for the reading of it. 

Some Remarks on Indian Gnosticism, or Sacti Puja, the Worship 
of tJie Female Power. By Edward Sellon, Esq. Abstract. (The 
paper will appear at length in the Memoirs.) 

The author directed especial attention to the austere principles 
inculcated by both the Saiva and Vaishnava Codes of the ancient 
Hindu faith. The Sactya creed was one of these. Numerous books 
in Sanskrit verse are possessed by it, and it has been gaining ground 
in India for some years, although it has lately sustained a check at 
Bombay, which may ultimately lead to its suppression. The Sactya 
creed professedly acknowledges Brahma, Vishnu, Siva, and all god- 
desses and demigods, but declares them all to be subordinate to the 
great goddess, who is emphatically power. The creed is set forth in 
the remarkable and recondite volumes of the Tantras, which some 
years since were almost sealed to foreigners, but a translation of 
which has at length been obtained. The author gave extracts from 
these Tantras, which were looked upon by the Brahmins as un- 
doubtedly ancient, more ancient, indeed, than the Puranas. Great 
license was accorded to the followers of the rule prescribed in these 
works. The author described in detail the ritual and the incantations 
by which this mode of worship is practised, and pointed out that the 
Eleusinian mysteries bear a very striking analogy to the Sactya ; and 
that those writers are in error who have asserted that the mysteries 
of Eleusis were confined to men. A reference to D'Hancarville will 
give several instances of the initiation of women. It having been 
shown that the signification of the Syrian name of Baal (Yahveh) was 
absolutely the same as that of the Jewish god, and that both names 
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had the same signification — " he makes to live," or "he makes to be" 
— he concluded that the Syrian Yahveh [Baal-peor] and the Jewish 
Yahveh [Jehovah] were one and the same deity, though not worshipped 
with the same images or ceremonies, the Syrians exhibiting their em- 
blems on every high hill and under every green tree; the Jews myste- 
riously concealing their emblems in an ark or coffer. Clemens 
Alexandrinus had shown the phallic purpose of the mystic arks of 
Egypt ; and Mr. Sellon inferred a somewhat similar purpose to have 
been subserved by the Ark of the Covenant. 
The Meeting then adjourned. 



Mat 15th, 1866. 
James Hunt, Esq., Ph.D., P.S.A., F.R.S.L., President, in the Chaik. 

The minutes of the previous Meeting were read and confirmed. 

The following gentlemen were announced as having been elected 
Fellows : John Fraser, Esq., 75, Tithebarn Street, Liverpool ; Dr. 
Frederick Skues, Staff Assistant-Surgeon, 2, St. John's Eoad, Upper 
Hollo way; Thomas Laurie, Esq., Longstone Terrace, Greenwich; 
John O'Conuell Byrne, Esq., 24, Mark Lane ; Edwin Lander, Esq., 
Consul, Birmingham ; Charles Hamond Alpe, Esq., 37, Montpellier 
Eoad, Peckham; Charles O'Callaghan, Esq., M.D., Killarney. 

Frederick Edward Pearse, L.K.C.P. Ed., High Cross, Sampford 
Peverell, near Tiverton, was elected a Local Secretary for Tiverton. 

The following present was announced, and thanks were voted for 
the same. Photographs of Andaman Islanders (J. Bainbridge Baxter, 
Esq. M.K.C.S.) 

Ml-. Baxter said, with reference to the photographs of Andaman 
Islanders presented, that the seven persons photographed (two men 
and five women), were brought to Calcutta, but though the islands 
were so near to that presidency, little was known of the race who 
inhabited them. The principal thing remarkable in the form of the 
skull, was a depression on the top of the head in the female, which he 
believed was caused by carrying heavy weights on their heads. He 
believed the race was fast dying out, therefore the photographs 
j>ossessed additional interest. 

The President observed that the Society were anxious to have 
such photographs ; they had been accompanied by extracts from the 
Indian papers, giving an account of the individuals, and the subject 
would be brought forward at a future meeting. 

The following papers were read : — 

On the Analogous Forms of Implements among Early and Primitive 
Races. By Hoddbe M. Westropp, Esq., F.A.S.L. (The paper 
will appear at length in the Memoirs.) 

The author commented on the great identity which prevailed in 
the instruments of warfare, and tools used in countries most widely 
apart. Man, in all ages, and all stages of his development, was a tool- 
making animal, and his instincts and necessities lead him to fashion 



